





What does KURA mean in Japanese? 
KURA means; an old Japanese repository to preserve valuable assets from disasters, robberies, etc. 
In the same way, KURA stores the achievements of the researchers of Kanazawa University. 
Kanazawa University Repository for Academic resources  (http://dspace.lib.kanazawa-u.ac.jp:8080/dspace)
 
Kanazawa University Repository  
for Academic resources(KURA) is….. 
The full text database which stores the academic contents produced in Kanazawa University. 
All the contents in KURA are freely available on the Internet. 
 KURA is a university initiative (not only library) and as a consequence, Kanazawa 
University set up a university regulation and guideline for KURA this spring.  
 KURA is one of the main projects for the information infrastructure of the University.  
Basic purposes and target contents of KURA 
KURA preserves all the academic 
outputs from research activities in 
digital formats and offer to the 
broader audiences on the Internet 
★Increasing visibility of research outputs of Kanazawa University 
―To improve the visibility of the articles. All people in the world, including the people who 
don’t belong to academic institutes, can read them easily. 
★Showcase of research outputs of Kanazawa University 
―We fulfill our social responsibility by KURA.  
★Improvement of Scholarly communication 
―KURA project is a part of the worldwide-tidal-current of improving the academic 
communication. As an academic institute, Kanazawa University returns the research 
results to the academic community. 
How to gather academic contents 
from the researchers of Kanazawa University 
Initial stage 
1) Library staff asks the editorial boards of university bulletins, to digitize the works in the 
bulletins and offer them on the Internet.  
Researchers can post their articles by e-mail or the submission form above 
The details of deposited contents in KURA
The system of KURA  
Software 












 Author’s final version of 
peer-reviewed articles 
Most of the works in Humanity and Social Science in KURA, 
are articles published in the university bulletins, while there 
are many peer-reviewed articles from the scholarly journals in 
the Natural and Technology Science domain. This trend reflects 
the feature of scholarly communication of each academic field. 
Digital Repository Federation (DRF)  (http://drf.lib.hokudai.ac.jp) 
3 national universities (Hokkaido University, Chiba University, and Kanazawa University) launched a new initiative 
named Digital Repository Federation (DRF).  
The purpose of the initiative is to share various information and experiences obtained to set up Institutional 
Repositories and make collaboration between those universities to develop the network of institutional repositories 
effectively in Japan. DRF now consists of 28 universities. All those universities are now being subsidized and 
supported by NII.  
・author’s final version of the peer-reviewed 
article  
・university publications and journals 
・dissertations ・scientific reports 
2) Library staffs make a list of the articles of all the researchers in the 
university and confirm their hope and agreement to deposit their 
articles in KURA with the list. 
Now (daily operation) 
Library staff lists the articles by the researchers of the university, 
from Elsevier’s SCOPUS, and ask them to deposit the articles to 
KURA. Every article allowed to do so is submitted by proxy (by 
librarian). 
Perspectives of KURA in the next couples of years 
We have been working on a project with the 
financial support of NII (National Institute of 
Informatics) to implement a collaborative 
system which take advantage of the 
achievement DB as a portal for researchers to 
submit meta-data and academic contents to 
KURA. 
 It is basically the requirement that 
researchers submit their achievement data to 
this data-base, so it is highly expected to have 
a positive impact on the increase of contents in 





System collaboration of KURA  




Both the content 
and meta-data 
are transmitted to 
KURA at one 
time. 
Library staffs ingest the 
items after checking the 
contents and meta-data. 
Deposit of the articles and 




Total  (as of December 12th 2006) 
Author’s final version of 






Scientific reports on the 
outputs of research 
activities of 21st COE 
Program Others 
University bulletin Library material
Others 
